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2.,-   Chas.   E.    Kellogg,   Mologist,    Section  of  Fur  Resources, 
Division  of  Wildlife  Research 

reed  costs  of  produolns  youn«  raWlts  have  been  f  ^^J-^^J^talt^e'^as 
by  the  a.reau  of  Biological  s™.vey     f  "/J,f  ^^^.f  f^  ^^L     sta     o'n  l^nUS. 
Caur".he  :;erTert:r  L2°:  re^ea  f-p^'onrir/elrs,    and  the  rabbits 
ufed  ;er     HenLiands.   both  reds  and  whites,   of  good  ---^e  breedi^     no t 
selected  for  exceptional  producing  ability        They  were  f  *  f^^^^^J^^^„J^.^  I 
concentrated  mixt^Te  of  3  parts  oats,    1  part  oran,   and  ^  P^^*  ^^"^^J^^Jl'^i! 
small  portion  of  minerals.      Some  groups  were  given,    m  addition,    eitnei   cott 
?iver  o?l  or  yeast.      ».e  rabbits  were  fed  all  the  hay  they  could  reaailj    con.ui.e, 
a  qSntity  that  constitated  63   to   71  percent  of  the  total  ration.     A  small 
quantity  of  green  feed  was   supplied  m  season. 

The  equivalent  of  90.6  does  producedin  one  year  1   540   ^^"^^^^^^,  *^f\f  ,^^ 
approximately   60  days  of  age  weighed  5,367  pounds.      Partly  grovm  Utters   at    th. 
beginning  of   the  experiraents   and  those  not  yet    60  days   of  age  at    the   end  brou  ht 
the  total   to    5,730  pounds,    or   an  average  production  f°^^^^^Vn    .tP   '  I  v^ar 
of  live  yo-ong  within  a  year.      The  does  were  hred  to  produce  4  l^Uers  a  year, 
^ut  of  course   this  number  was  not  obtained  in  every   case.      ll^l^f^lL  yo^ 
required  5.3  pounds  of  feed  for  doe  a.nd  young   to  produce  1  po^d  of  live  youn^ 
to%0  days  o/age.      The  accompanying   taUe,    hased  °-  ^^!^^f^^^^^,t/f,:   ,^'^^ 
corresponding  feed  costs  under   the  varying  prxce  conditions.      ^^TrZft 
in  col^n  1  of  this    tatle   the  line   for    the  price  paid  for  hay,    the  rathit 
iaiser^ill  find  this    feed  cost   in   the   col^omn   that  has    the  price    (per   cwt.)    of 
his    concentrates  at   the   top. 

If  the  average  numher  of  pounds  of  young  rattit  produced  ^7  each  doe    _ 
in  a  year   is   increased,   however,^he   feed  requirements   for  a  pound  of  young  is 
iLLned!     consequently,    the   cost   is   lowered     .ut  not   in  ^i-^^^selv   s  ^.^the 
the  increased  pounds  of  live  weight,    since  of  course   *^^/°4^^f  ^f  ",^73  3,^^ 
extra  young  raotits   eat   some   additional   feed,      i-^iore  rapid  ^ams  ^^.^^^^^f^ 
^w^^r^f  ra-ohits  also   require  additional   feed     but  no      -  P-P-J-^^  °     ^^   ^" 
creased  rapidity  of  gain.      The   rahhit   raiser   s^°^l<i/^^^^T°'!    'i?Je  anJAals 
every  way  possiole   to   increase   the  average  numher   of  pounas  oi    live  animals 

produced  in  a  year  hy   each  doe. 
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Another  method  of   lessening  feed  costs    is    to    develop  a  ration   that  will 
produce  more  rattit  meat   to    eveiy  100  poxmds  of   feed;    in  other  words,    a  ration 
that  will  require. less    than  5. 3. pounds   of  feed  to  produce   1  pound  of  live  young. 
This  lessened  feeding  cost   can  also   "be  f ignored  from   the  accompanying   table,    for 
it  will  liave   the   same  relation  to    the   cost   shown  in  the   talkie   that   the  amount  of 
feed  required  has   to   5.3  pounds.     A  series   of  experiments   is  now   in  progress  at 
the  Sabh it  Experiment   Station  to    develop  such  rations. 

It  might  also  be  suggested  that    the   feed  cost   in  one  section  can  he 
lowered  in  comparison  with  that   in  another  by  varying   the  proportion  of  hay   to 
concentrates,    depending  on  the  relative   cost  of  each.      For  example,    the  rabbit 
experimental  work  conducted  by   the  Biological  Survey   indicates,  that  the  most 
satisfactory   ration  is   composed  of  about   60  percent  alfalfa  hay.      In  regions 
where   the   cost  of  this  hay   is   relatively  high,    the  proportion  may  be  reduced  to 
50  percent  or  even  to  40  percent,    but  to  just  what  point   the  quantity  of  roughage 
in   the  ration  can  be   reduced  without  appreciably  lowering   the   thrif tines s   of  the 
stock  is  not  known.      In  many  instances   it  will  pay   to   sacrifice   the  quality  of 
the  ration  in  order    to   obtain  a  lower   feed-production  cost. 

The  rabbit  raiser   should  keep   in  mind  that   the   costs   sho\m  in   the  ac- 
companying  table  are  purely   feed  costs,    and  should  not  make   the  mistake  of  figur- 
ing profits   solely  from  this    table.      Other   important  costs   include  labor,    inter- 
est,   equipment,    and  depreciation, : for  which  accurate   figures  have  not  been  de- 
termined.     This   line  of  investigation  is   also   receiving  careful   consideration 
at   the   Rabbit  Experiment   Station. 
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